Building Bridges Series III

Tentative Schedule
1. 10/17	God
2. 10/24	Jesus 
3. 10/31	The Church of Jesus Christ 
4. 11/7	Video: Bible vs. the Book of Mormon
5. 11/14	Reliability of Scripture 
6. 11/28	Salvation, Grace & Atonement
7. 12/5	Heaven 
8. 12/12	Video: The Bible vs. Joseph Smith
9. 12/19	Prophet, Bishop & Pastor 
10. 1/2	Faith and Works
11. 1/9	Video: Lost Book of Abraham
12. 1/16	The Temple - Purpose & Role


The Heart of the Series

James 3:17–18 - But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 






















Building Bridges III

Faith and Works

LDS Doctrine

Faith
* “Faith is always a gift of God to man, which is obtained by obedience, as all other blessings are” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph F. Smith, 1998, p. 53). 

* “It is said that faith is a gift of God, and so it is; but faith does not come without works; faith does not come without obedience to the commandments of God.” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph F. Smith, 1998, p. 53).

Works
* “To explain how much confidence we should have in God, were I using a term to suit myself, I should say implicit confidence. I have faith in my God, and that faith corresponds with the works I produce. I have no confidence in faith without works. My faith is, when we have done all we can, then the Lord is under obligation, and will not disappoint the faithful; he will perform the rest” (Discourses of Brigham Young, 2nd President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, p. 155. Italics in original).

* “The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God unto salvation, and it is absolutely necessary for every man and woman in the Church of Christ to work righteousness, to observe the laws of God, and keep the commandments that He has given, in order that they may avail themselves of the power of God unto salvation in this life” (Joseph F. Smith, 6th President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Conference Reports, October 1907, p. 3).

* “We are living eternal life, and our position hereafter will be the result of our lives here. Every man will be judged according to his works, and he will receive only that degree of glory that he has earned. (Conference Reports, April 1945, p. 139.)” (The Teachings of George Albert Smith, 8th President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, p. 30).

* “However good a person’s works, he could not be saved had Jesus not died for his and everyone else’s sins. And however powerful the saving grace of Christ, it brings exaltation to no man who does not comply with the works of the gospel.” (Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 207). 

* If your friends ask, “Does your church believe you are saved by grace or works?” you could say, “We believe that we are saved by grace after all we can do (see 2 Ne. 25:23). We don’t earn salvation. Heavenly Father and the Savior will bless us with eternal life, through Their grace, if we do our part. They have asked us to have faith in Jesus Christ, repent throughout our lives, be baptized and receive other ordinances, and faithfully endure to the end. If we do that, we are promised eternal life through the grace of God.” (https://www. lds.org/new-era/2005/03/tough-topics-are-you-saved-by-grace-or-works?lang=eng)

* “After all our obedience and good works, we cannot be saved from the effect of our sins without the grace extended by the Atonement of Jesus Christ.” —Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, “What Think Ye of Christ?” Ensign, Nov. 1988, 67. (https://www.lds.org/new-era/2005/03/tough-topics-are-you-saved-by-grace-or-works? Lang =eng)

* We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. (Article of Faith 3, The Pearl of Great Price)

* For we labor diligently to write, to persuade our children, and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do. (2 Nephi 25:23, The Book of Mormon)

* Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God. (Moroni 10:32, The Book of Mormon)

* Therefore ye are justified of faith and works, through grace, to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to them only who are of the law, but to them also who are of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:16, Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible, (Inspired Version)

* If it were not for the grace of God, as shown forth in the redemption of his Son, there would be no eternal life. Neither the works of the Mosaic law nor the works of Christian righteousness, standing alone, without the grace of God as manifest in the sacrifice of his Son, could save a man. Salvation does not come into being by the works of men; it comes because of Christ and his atonement. Because there was such an atonement, man can have faith, perform the works of righteousness, endure to the end, and ‘work out [his] own salvation with fear and trembling.’ (Philip. 2:12.)” (A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1985, p. 150.) (https://www.lds.org/ensign/1989/07/i-have-a-question/i-have-a-question?lang=eng)

* 2. Though salvation is free (fully available and not withheld from anyone because of time, location, or lineage), we must reconcile ourselves to God. Nephi stressed the importance of doing so: “We labor diligently to write, to persuade our children, and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” (2 Ne. 25:23.)
Under the topic grace, the LDS Bible Dictionary refers to the importance of effort in reconciling ourselves to God:  “Divine grace is needed by every soul in consequence of the fall of Adam and also because of man’s weaknesses and shortcomings. However, grace cannot suffice without total effort on the part of the recipient. Hence the explanation, “It is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” (P. 697.)
* 5. We have the power to keep God’s commandments and must do so in order to be saved in his kingdom. God is willing to save us (which we cannot do for ourselves) if we are willing to do what we have to do, which is to receive Christ as our Savior, repent of our sins, be baptized as a witness of our covenant with the Lord, and continue in a life of righteousness and obedience to the end of our probation on earth. (See 2 Ne. 31:13–21.) (https://www.lds. org/ensign/1989/07/i-have-a-question/i-have-a-question?lang=eng)

Video: Faith and Works - (Romans) An expedition to the North Pole serves as an analogy of how grace, faith, and works and (are) necessary to gain eternal life. (Italicized added for correction.) (https://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2012-06-2060-faith-and-works?lang=eng)

Biblical Doctrine

Faith
Ephesians 2:8–9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
Acts 26:18 - to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’ 
Romans 1:16–17 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” 
Romans 3:21–26 - But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Romans 3:27–28 - Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 
Romans 4:1–4 - What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 
Romans 4:5–8 - But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.” 
Romans 4:13–14 - For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 
Romans 5:1–2 - Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Romans 9:30–32 - What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 
Galatians 2:16 - knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 
Galatians 3:10–14 - For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” 12 Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
Galatians 3:24–26 - Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
John 1:12–13 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
Philippians 3:7–9 - But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 
Hebrews 12:2 - looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Works
* Joseph Smith changed Romans 4:16
Romans 4:16 - Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace…
JST/Inspired Version
Romans 4:16 - Therefore ye are justified of faith and works, through grace,
- Joseph Smith changed the Bible by adding the requirement of works to be justified!

James 2:14–26 - What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 
- Perfect – [Gk/teleioo /tel·i·o·o/] v. 1 to make perfect, complete. 1A to carry through completely, to accomplish, finish, bring to an end. 2 to complete (perfect). (Strong, J. (1995). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship.)
- Works verify, manifest, complete and prove one’s faith
- But Faith is what saves and justifies, not works!

We are Reconciled TO God by Jesus Christ
2 Corinthians 5:18–20 - Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 
Romans 5:10 - For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
Ephesians 2:15 - having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 
Colossians 1:19–20 - For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Biblical Christians Should be All About Good Works!
Ephesians 2:8–10 - 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
1 Timothy 6:18–19 - Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 
2 Timothy 2:21 - Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 
Titus 2:6–7 - Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, 
Titus 2:11–14 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
Titus 3:8 - This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. 
Titus 3:14 - And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful. 
Hebrews 10:24 - And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
1 Peter 2:12 - having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

Getting Faith and Works Right

LDS Doctrine
Faith in Jesus Christ + Required Works 	= Salvation/Exaltation
Requirements for Exaltation
To be exalted, we must first place our faith in Jesus Christ and then endure in that faith to the end of our lives.  Our faith in him must be such that we repent of our sins and obey his commandments.
He commands us all to receive certain ordinances:
1. We must be baptized and confirmed a member of the Church of Jesus Christ. (of Latter-
    day Saints)
2. We must receive the laying on of hand for the gift of the Holy Spirit.
3. We must receive the temple endowment.
4. We must be married for time and eternity.
In addition to receiving the required ordinances, the Lord commands all of us to – 
1. Love and worship God.  
2. Love our neighbor.  
3. Repent of our wrongdoings. 
4. Live the law of chastity.  
5. Pay honest tithes and offerings.  
6. Be honest in our dealings with others and with the Lord.  
7. Speak the truth always.  
8. Obey the Word of Wisdom. (D&C 89)  
9. Search out our kindred dead and perform the saving ordinances of the gospel for them.  
10. Keep the Sabbath day holy. 
11. Attend our Church meetings as regularly as possible so we can renew our baptismal 
      covenants by partaking of the sacrament. 
12. Love our family members and strengthen them in the ways of the Lord.  
13. Have family and individual prayers every day.  
14. Honor our parents.  
15. Teach the gospel to others by word and example. 
16. Study scriptures.  
17. Listen and obey the inspired words of the prophets of the Lord. Finally, each of us needs 
      to receive the Holy Ghost and learn to follow his direction in our individual lives. 
      (Gospel Principles, pg 302-303)

Biblical Doctrine
Faith in Jesus Christ				= Justification, Salvation & Good Works!


